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Exemplary for swimming pools 
Third International Pontos Environmental Award conf erred by 
Hansgrohe 
 
 
Schiltach, March 2009. Within the context of the world's largest 
sanitary engineering trade fair, ISH 2009 in Frankfurt, Hansgrohe AG 
and its subsidiary, Pontos GmbH (www.pontos-aquacycle.de), which 
specializes in innovative water recycling, for the third time conferred 
the International Pontos Environmental Award on 12 March 2009. 
First place went to the planners of the French community of Yerres 
by the four-member jury chaired by Anja Schumann, a member of the 
board of Fachvereinigung Betriebs- und Regenwassernutzung e.V. 
(fbr). During the new development of the public swimming pool, the 
city had backed an ecologically sustainable construction and 
operational concept and is recycling the shower water produced at 
the swimming pool using a Pontos AquaCycle system for an 
additional use for the purposes of street cleaning and garden 
watering. 
 
Sponsorship award for intelligent water recycling 
The Pontos Environmental Award of a total of EUR 10,000 has so far 
been the only sponsorship award for intelligent water recycling. This 
accolade recognizes outstanding, innovative construction projects 
that implement the idea of ecologically as well as economically sound 
handling of water through dual utilization. "Sustainable green building 
becomes more and more important. That is shown by the numerous 
applications from abroad," explains Hansgrohe board member and 
head of Pontos, Otto Schinle, at the prize ceremony. "Architects and 
planners increasingly recognize and use the potential of green 
buildings which are attractive and effective at the same time. An 
essential part of resource saving construction is the sustainable use 
of water, the elixir of life. This is the reason why we reward with our 
International Environmental Award projects, that integrate water 
recycling into their ecological concept while at the same time have a 
model character for this forward-looking way of building." 
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Seven of the proposals submitted – including implemented 
construction projects from Cyprus, Spain and South Africa – made it 
to the elimination stage. During their selection of prize winners, the 
jury members, Anja Schumann, Sven von Bötticher (Werner Sobek 
Design, Stuttgart), Klaus Siegele (editor-in-chief of Green Building, 
Berlin) and Ernst Ulrich Tillmanns (4 a Architekten GmbH, Stuttgart), 
placed particular emphasis on the degree of innovation and 
integration of the AquaCycle technology achieved in the applicable 
building architecture. Among other factors, this jury of experts took 
account of the potential for annual savings in drinking water 
consumption and the volume of wastewater produced that was 
actually achieved in the projects or alternatively forecast based on a 
well founded requirements analysis as a basis. However, the role of 
an example, as well as particularly comprehensive ecological 
concepts also formed part of the decision-making criteria of the jury. 
 
The winning project: water recycling at the swimming pool 
The experts were most convinced by the implementation of a grey 
water recycling system for swimming pools opened in 2007 in Yerres, 
a city with 29,000 inhabitants near Paris. With the AquaCycle 36,000, 
the largest system of its kind in the world was brought into service 
here in that year. Every day, it treats 26,000 liters of water from 53 
showers for an additional use. A separate room in the basement of 
the pool complex has been created to house the 24 treatment and 
storage tanks. It is fair to say that, from the outset, the planners had 
proclaimed the value of a sustainable construction and operational 
concept, which was then optimized from ecological and economic 
perspectives from waste management right through to energy and 
water management. The efficient, resource-friendly handling of 
drinking water played an important role in this regard.  
 
"Our prime objective was to keep the operating costs of the 
swimming pool as low as possible," explained Roger Davito, project 
manager at that time. "Apart from that, it was important to set a 
realistic framework for the amortization period." The jury then also 
considered the cost-effectiveness of the system to be particularly 
worthy of a prize. The city of Yerres uses the recycled shower water 
from the swimming pool complex to clean streets and vehicles, as 
well as to water green spaces. In this way, year after year, it saves a 
total of drinking and waste water exceeding nine million liters.  
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Since shower water is produced regularly at swimming pools, the 
operators were able to calculate an amortization period of only six 
years, as well as annual savings to the tune of approximately 
EUR 26,000. The jury considered the concept to be exemplary in 
many respects. It felt that, at a local affairs level, its economic 
success in particular could also convince other countries that 
sustainable economic activities involving public buildings and sport 
facilities paid off. 
 
Spanish architecture and German pedagogics 
The jury also expressed special recognition for one Spanish and one 
German applicant respectively. In the case of the two multi-family 
dwelling units in the Spanish province of Tarragona (Arquiwork 
Catalonia, architects), the combination of high-quality, design-
oriented architecture and ecological thinking convinced the experts. 
Besides water recycling that covers the entire demand for toilet 
flushing, the architects also implemented a facade construction 
based on solar heat for ecologically sustainable heat management. 
According to the jury, this implementation served as an example, in 
particular for arid regions like this water-deprived region in the east of 
Spain.  
 
The no less instructive and exemplary character of a German project 
at a children's home of Off Road Kids in Bad-Dürrheim (Andreas 
Schwara Architekten, Donaueschingen and the Off Road Kids 
Foundation) was also praised by the experts. Here, the jury 
emphasized the harmonious connection between the sustainable 
architectural concept and the special educational concept aimed at 
the responsible conduct of children, including when handling valuable 
resources. Through an award for the most comprehensive concept, 
the jury recognized the city sanitation services of Hamburg (Michael 
Claussen). It was felt that this local authority had also kept benefits 
and the lowering of costs for inhabitants in mind in an exemplary 
fashion through the use of water recycling at its depot. The fact that a 
further Pontos AquaCycle system was now being planned for the 
forthcoming new development of an operational building was seen as 
proof of the suitability for daily use and efficiency of the system. 
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Winning project: Public swimming pool of the city of Yerres, France 
 

  
The experts were most convinced by the implementation of a grey water recycling system for 
swimming pools opened in 2007 in Yerres, a city with 29,000 inhabitants near Paris. 
  

  
With the AquaCycle 36,000, the largest system of its kind in the world was brought into service. 
Every day, it treats 26,000 liters of water from 53 showers for an additional use. A separate room in 
the basement of the pool complex has been created to house the 24 treatment and storage tanks. 
 

  
The city of Yerres uses the recycled shower water from the swimming pool complex to 
clean streets and vehicles, as well as to water green spaces. In this way, year after year, it 
saves a total of drinking and waste water exceeding nine million liters.  
 



 

 
 
Pontos GmbH, head off ice: Auest rasse 5- 9,  D- 77761 Schi l tach, Germany 
Commercial Register Stuttgart  Magist rate’s  Court,  HRB 481145, int .  VAT ID No. :  
DE 813473721 
Managing Directors: Otto Schinle,  Horst Fl ieger  

Multi-family dwelling units in Tarragona, Spain 

  
In the case of the two multi-family dwelling units in the Spanish province of Tarragona 
(Arquiwork Catalonia, architects), the combination of high-quality, design-oriented 
architecture and ecological thinking convinced the experts of the jury. 
 

Children's home of Off Road Kids in Bad-Dürrheim, Germany 

  
The jury emphasized the harmonious connection between the sustainable architectural concept 
and the special educational concept aimed at the responsible conduct of children, including when 
handling valuable resources. 
 
City sanitation services of Hamburg, Germany 

  
Through an award for the most comprehensive concept, the jury recognized the city sanitation 
services of Hamburg. It was felt that this local authority had also kept benefits and the lowering 
of costs for inhabitants in mind in an exemplary fashion through the use of water recycling at its 
depot. 

 
The jury of the International Pontos Environmental Award 2009 

 
 

The experts at the jury session on the occasion of the third 
International Pontos Environmental Award: (from left) Regine 
Tanner (Marketing, Pontos GmbH), Klaus Siegele (editor in 
chief Green Building, Berlin), Otto Schinle (member of the 
board and managing director Pontos GmbH, in the back), 
Chairman of the jury Anja Schumann (member of the board of 
the German Association for Service and Rain Water Use (fbr)), 
Sven von Bötticher (Werner Sobek Design, Stuttgart), Michael 
Hasenbeck (Head of the Pontos division) und Ernst Ulrich 
Tillmanns (standing, 4 a Architects, Stuttgart). 

 


